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Gkntlbmen of the Alvmni i 

Obedient to a venerated custom, we have turned aside from the 
various professions and pursuits of life to mingle, for a short time, 
our mutual congratulations, and renew the familiar intimacies we 
were wont to cherish in former days. It is well if, notwithstanding 
the toils of arduous duty, the vicissitudes of prosperous or adverse 
providence, and all the transitions of our respective histories, we yet 
entertain for our "Alma Mater " that devotion and enthusiasm we 
once felt for her in years gone by. Better still will it be, if, as return- 
ing to complete the circle of our wanderings at her door, and receive 
her cordial welcome, she finds us such as she desired us to be when our 
feet left her threshold and our hearts carried away her word of part- 
ing; sons worthy of her anxious care; stewards diligent in the im- 
provement of her munificent gifts, an honor to her name, a credit to 
ourselves and a blessing to the world ! 

The great mission upon which we were sent, and for the successful 
accomplishment of which we were famished with a thorough, though 
incipient, intellectual and moral training, was to promote the welfare 
of our fellow men, by standing forth as the champions of truth against 
error, in whatever sphere of effort, and seeking by means of the truth 
to eliminate a life of usefulness and a result of practical good from 
all with whom we came in contact. This was our mission. To this 
one end all our running, all our practice, all our discipline, iu the cur- 
riculum of collegiate instruction, was religiously directed. We stud- 
ied nothing in the classics, nothing in the mathematics, nothing in 
e.thics, history, logic or rhetoric, mastered nothing in the evidences of 
Christianity, in philosophy, literature, art or science, heard no voice 
of prayer, no song of praise, no word of sacred wisdom, received no 
reproof, partook of no advice, felt no generous impulse, and were urged 
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to BO laudable ambition, wLich hwl not thia one end and aim in view, 
the fittir ^ of as to discharge our duty to our fellow men. 

Th wh h has called us together, even the hailed recur- 

rence f b m wl n we issued forth in prosecution of this work, 
to grappi w h h tivities of an untried contest, suggests a theme, 
til e CO d f which claims alike tde attention of the ^aiwo;, 

the s A ? d h knstiatt It is the ruESENT corruptiow op 

ESTAB Btl H Nn THE PRESENT KESPOMSIBILITY OF EDUCATED 

In se k n f d finition of truth, we do not content ourselves- 
simply w 1 1 y i^to the agreement or non-agreement of our 

verhal p her with oor conceptions, coavictions, or objects , 

of real x ten This were to terminate the inquiry upon words. 

But w k ain what that is which lies behind the espres- 

sious b behind a sign, and of which these expressions, 

n wha department of learning, aro only the articulate announoe- 

m n I here, in the universe, such a thing as truth, and ia it well 
bl h 1 Does it esist out of the mind, as well as in the mind ? 
I mmutable and eternal, or does it depend upon the ever-changing 
and ap us intellect of man ? These are questions, in reference 
wh h h re has been a contest both severe and protracted. Phi- 
1 ph s have undertaken to show that, although there is indeed 
au h a h as truth in the world, yet in the last analysis of its char- 
a f ind to be but arepreseutationof themind toitself; that 

m th ng devoid of objectivity ; that, were the mind destroyed, 
tru h VI uld be destroyed also ; that the mind sees only what itself 
o Q nates nothing more, nothing less ; that truth is the subjective in- 
t 11 g n ohjectified, or the product of reason projected upon the 
plane of eonsciousueas ; in other words, the mind mirrored to itself 
so that percipient and perceived are identical, just as a man standing 
before a mirror beholds only himself. Like Daphnis, the beautiful 
shepherd whom Virgil celebrates, and who caught a sight of hiaown 
image in the water, aa one day he stood by ihe shore of the sea when 

the winds were still, 

" Nnper me in litore vidi, 
Cum plaoidum veiitJa staret mare ;" 
SO these philosophera, in their contemplative mouOs, have lookc into 
the calm unrippled sea of conseiousnesa, and beholding thei the 
image of themselves, have declared it to be the only truth, . ; 
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existence. Or, like Narcissus, sung by Ovid, who carae to slake his 
thirst at a silver spring, into which no branch of a tree had ever 
fallen, and where no shepherd or flock had ever been, and thtre beheld 
in the glassy fountain a form of youthfulnees and naked beauty, so 
these philosophers coining to the mirror of oon'CioQsness a mirror 
discovered by Dos Cartes in the last half of the seventeenth century, 
and into which none before had ever taken the tnuble to look intent- 
ly, became enraptured with the visions of beauty there seen, and pub- 
lishing to the world the unsubstantial idealities of their own imagina- 
tive brain, the " Jiemsine corpore" AoA the '■^Corpus quod umbra eat" 
of the self-smitten lov tthtth w a dth " mo(-me." the 

subject and object, w alt ne ni. t\i 1 It utL We are 

affirmed to be the vi t m fa mpl t d 1 ding this very 

delusive theory, if w th k w th b 1 nything which 

we ourselves have not tl d hhw u les already are 

not. To teach that tht ytm th ad lifferent from 

what we imagine, con tt p tttb tiit there is any 

greater mrasureof es t ih wn m t 1 paeity, or that 

the horizon of our kn wl d^ m t b 1 t 11 1 , than the do- 
main of our faith, is a ph 1 ph 1 h y d b osious to the 
anger of the higher 8f ul t m 

In opposition to th w h Id th t o the y n turo of the case, 
man can never be oth th h m If n th h s apacity to know 

he the measure ofextnenth hpftnhs present con- 
dition. Ke cannot, th f b ^ n th an h b more than he 
is, neither can his kn wl d b mm at w th what he is bound 

to believe, nor can the image of himself be the standard of truth. 
Ti-uth has an existence out of the individual mind, as well as in it, 
pure, absolute, indefectible. It is immutable in its nature, divine in 
its origin, eternal in its history. Existing in all the forms'of organic 
life and inorganic nature, being the toute ensemble of facts and relations 
in the heavens above, earth beneath, and waters under the earth, per- 
vading all departments of knowledge, energizing through all things, hu- 
man and divine, according to its unchanging principles and laws, it is 
evermore the teacher and not the child of man. Apprehended by the 
natural intelligence, as an object is seen by the natural eye, or grasped 
by the natural hand, it cannot he that which the mind originates, but 
only that which it seeks. It is the pearl of great price id all the di- 
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visions of human and divine science, the which, when a man finds, he 
parts with all his meaner merchandise, to buy. Celestial in its birth 
and synonymous with light, it yet reside U th p wh 

literature, philosophy, art, science, and r 1 "i t k th ir 
that after which we arc all in pursuit, and w th t wh h w 
satisfied. This truth, gentlemen, misappr h d d m co dm 

applied, by the professed esplorers and ep d ftd gth 

last half century, and even now, has been bj t 1 i^ 

thereof, to an iUegitimate expression and tip t t p th 
pages of the literature of the age. Spec It ly p t !1 
tifically, and religiously, it has been cort ptd dtdylft pt 
voice in protest against the metaroorpho Th is t d p t 

ment of human or divine knowledge that f f m th p 
The fountains of literature are poisoned, d th t m p til 

tial. Society drinks of the turbid water Iph d b k h 

like those of the Dead Sea, only to exper th p t 1 U 

That error and almost universal unbelief wh h h 11 d th 

ing waves across the continents and isla d f h Id w Id d h 
themselves to-day against the chores, the c t dtw f th N w 

Holding ourselves responsible for what w b 1 1 tt w 

say that the cause of this wide-spread cor pt f t bl h d t th 
is not so difficult to be ascertained, as many ppcv It p tp hi 
any one, who, casting his eyes over the fi Id tit tur 
age, and comparing them with the same fi Id f t m g h 
discernment sufficient to mark the pecu! ty f d £f b tw 

the two, and diligence enough to trace it th 1 11 d ra fi 

cations. There is but one cause for ih I b 1 f tl 

higher walks of life, during the last half c t y f II th 

perversionsofsciendfic and religious truth f all th m tl 

restlessness of society ; one cause for all th b t h t d h t 
mentof the studious intellect; one cause f all h i 1 phi phy 
false divinity, and false humanity of the p t 1 h t fid 

its appropriate expression in one word, and that word is " develop- 
ment." Like a mighty serpent, or boa-constrictor, it has wormed itself 
through, coiled itself round, and spread its slime over, all the depart- 
ments of human investigation. 

We hazard nothing in attributing so powerful an influence to one 
idea, for how many times has one idea revolutionized the world and all 
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learning ! With one'idea, Copernicus and Galileo demolisted the sys- 
tem of Ptolemy and Eudoxus, and opened a new era in astronomy ; with 
one idea, Newton gave law to the universe ; by one idea, the theory of 
self-consciousness, Des Cartes became the father of modem metaphy- 
sics; by one idea, that of induction, Bacon redeemed philosophy from 
the bondage of mediceval antbority; by one idea, the distinction 
between reason and understanding, Kant agitated all speculative scienoe 
to the centre; by one idea, that of a three-fold system of existence 
unfolded by Dialectic Method, Hegel towered above all his predeces- 
sors, and drew Germany in captivity to bis feet And so this one idea 
of development, misconceived, distorted, misapplied and misrepresented 
by the savants of science, has spread its conta^ous influence over every 
acre of intellectual territory hitherto explored by man poisoned the 
whole hteraturo of the last half century, and produced as its result the 
universal skepticism both scientific and religious of the present age 
Viewed m whatever Ight Ttbetber as teaching that all things are 
derived from an infu'jorial point or that there is but one primitive 
germ for all pusiible Tariatiou" and that no variation is impossible 
or that all organic germs are identical; or that in the line of organic 
progress there is a veritable transmutation of the species, a passing 
over of one thing into something other and different from itself; or 
that all superior forms of existence, celestial or terrestrial, animate or 
maoimate, have been pushed out and pushed up into the higher from 
thelower, by inherent forces; or that whatever is best in the universe, 
in history, morals, scienoe or religion, is but an organic growth, an 
"Aufhebmg," of what is worst— viewed, we say, in whatever light, it 
has yielded a luxuriant harvest of noxious weeds in all the departments 
of learning. The two modes of its pushing, or its two forms of embry- 
otio hypothesis and transmutation theory, lilte the two horns of the 
little Beast in the Apocalypse, betray its terrene origin and its destruc- 
tive propensities. 

In adducing the evidence of our theme, that the misapprehended 
and misapplied idea of development has been the real cause of the 
wide-spread corruption of religious and scientific truth, we are admon- 
ished to be brief because the field is immense. AaA first, in the ter- 
ritory of the Natural Sciences, to mention only Botany, Zoology, 
Astronomy and Geology, this evidence is complete. The student of 
these departments cannot be ignorant of the names of Goethe, Oken, 
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Meckel, Geoffrey St. HjJaire, La Marck, Herschell, La Place, and their 
cotemporaries, all eminent men and leaving the Impress of their genius 
upon their varied departments of study. To the German poet belongs 
the credit of propounding the doctrine of the metamorphosis of 
plants. To Oken, as he elumbled over the Harfz mountains, where 
ghosts are said to be numerous, the honor of resuscitating the wild and 
defunct theory of De Maillet, that all vegetation is from the sea, the 
primordial source of all life, so that the majestic oaks of the forest, the 
lusuriant fruit-trees of the orchard, and the fragrant flowers of the gar- 
den, were developed by a process altogether unique, from kelp-weed, 
tangle and wOlows, just as these in turn had come from marine- grass, 
reeds and flags. To St. Hilaire and La Marck, the former of whom 
was entrusted with the presidency of the Zoological Museum, in Paris, 
belongs the merit of disputing the doctrine of Cuvier, and maintaiDing 
the hypothesis that there is but one type from which all the variations 
of the animal kingdom are unfolded, according to organic law; so that 
the polype, the mollusc, and the man, are reducible to the same prim- 
ilive form. According to this theory, advocated by the author of 
the " Testiges of Creation," man is pre-eminently favored with an 
exalted position at the apex of the zoological pyramid, because he eon- 
tains within his own organization the sum total of all the special struc- 
tures below him. Still more, he is honored with a blood relationship, 
on thia very account, to all that exists beneath him, the ape, the ele- 
phant, and the mouse alike, so that Cuvier was but the expansion of 
an Ouraug Outang, and St. Hilaire and Lamarck only the cynosures in 
their own menagerie, organically pushed out and up, by a special in- 
herent conatus, from the lower forms of the tadpole, the frog, and the 
monkey. These same philosophers, and their coadjutors, turning to the 
Geological field, applied the same theory to the fossiliferous strata of the 
earth, contending that existing species sprang from extinct forms, and 
insisting that the proof of actual transmutation was found registered in 
the stony record of the past. The theory of successive creations was ig- 
nored, and superposition of strata held to be evidence of parental rela- 
tion. True, indeed, it was admitted that the primitive germs or 
infusorial points were not to be discovered,( / ) but then, notwithstanding 
this, the lowest specimens of extinct forms, buried in the lowest strata, 
were the real progenitors of all that now moves on thft land, swims in 
the sea, or floats in the air. In astronomy, the speculations of the 
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elder HerscheU led to the Nebular hypothesis of La Place, ho that the 
popular cosmogony was based upon the theory of a primitive fire-mist 
or vapor, out of which the stars, planets, suns, and worlds of the uni- 
verse, were gi-adually evolved. In every one of these departments 
of investigation, a personal God was ruled out of the question, the doc- 
trine of providence denied, and final causes ignored. Thus it was that 
a complete system of infidelity fastened itself upon the sciences, by tfae 
almost simultaneous application of the development theory to all, 
and that the talent and genius of the age engaged in a scientific 
crusade against, not only theistic truth, but also against the oracles of 
revelation. 

Again, in the region of the higher metaphysics, the same idea has 
corrupted all the legitimate speculations of philosophy. And here we 
enter a field which, however much we may affect to despise, and how- 
ever much regard as beyond the comprehension of the people, is yet 
more potent and dangerous against the truth, because more subtie and 
specious. What boots it the philosopher whether the people can 
follow him in his abstract theorizings and mazy wanderings, provided 
only the resails of his labors are accepted ? Newton was satisfied that 
the world should believe the laws he demonstrated, without being able 
to read his Principia. La Place was satisfied that his theory of the 
universe should be regarded as true, without the world's being able to 
read his Mecaniqne Celeste. Similarly, Kant, Ficbte, Scbelling, and 
Hegel, would have been gratified that the results of their philosftphy 
should bo accepted by the people, even though their processes were 
scarcely understood, On this point we need fear. History assures 
us that no matter how wild the vagaiy may be, it will always find 
abundant neophytes to advocate its absurdities. There is a continual 
longing in unsettied minds for something newer, an Athenian-like thirst 
for "i-i xoivQ-rsjov," ever ready to study, imbibe, and print the.errors it 
has not the power or ingenuity to ori^nate; and there is an equal 
thirst in the multitude to receive whatever is thus provided, whether 
in the pamphlet, tiie duodecimo, or the pouplar lecture. 

In higher metaphysics the absolute idea corresponds to the infusorial 
point, or primitive germ, in the Natural sciences. It is from this the 
universe is evolved by necessary organic development. The thought 
here is stupendous in its erratic grandeur. All other developments, 
in all other sciences, when compared with this, are but as tapers to 



d by Google 



10 

the sun, or drops to the ocean. This one soars above all, embraces al], 
is the parent of all. Botany, Zoology, Astronomy, Geology, and alt 
other sciences, are but simple modes according to which the absolute 
proceeds in majesty and Lving power. Politics, philosophy, religion 
and revolution, are but the spontaneous breathings, the irrepressible 
pulsations of this mighty movement, each aspecial conatusof themon- 
Btcr-ideal-world-gerai, or primitive universe-embryo, from which all 
things come. This embryo is called God ! History is his enacted life 
under the two conditions of Eternity and Infinity. This germ becomes 
conscious of its own existence, only in the consciousness of man, and 
the instincts of brutes. Everything that exists is God. From Him 
all existence is developed — rocks, streams, trees, birds, beasts, fishes 
and men. He is all things, and all things are Him. Pantheists, in 
beginning their philosophy, can claim, at least, the merit of Dammtas 
in beginning his song. 

"Ab Jove principiam, Musce; JoviE omnia plens." 
It is interesting to observe the progress of the corruption of philosophy 
and its termination in this doctrine of the Absolute. Briefly, Des Car- 
tes had defined a substance to be that which exisfs independently of 
all things. Spinoza accepted the definition and built upon it a system 
of material pantheiom, making God to be the only substance, having 
the two attributes of thought and extension. Malebranche followed 
with the declaration that we have an immediate vision of God in all 
things. Leibnitz constructed his monadology, for the purpose of har- 
monizing speculative difScuUies, and taught that one monad was the 
parent of all the rest, and that monad was God. Kant separated the 
thinking "me" from the external world, and left it for his successors to 
explain the relation between them. Fichte, protesting, agmnst the 
separation, united both, and reduced everything to the subjective side, 
to the " mc," of which all things were the effect This was too much, 
for God, on this scheme, was destroyed. The charge of Atheism forced 
the philosopher to retract, and reinstate God, making the "me," how- 
ever. His image. Schelling undertook to explain the relation between 
the two, which Fichte had abandoned, by finding in the principle of 
identity the required unity of both, Hegel, stepped in and declared 
that the objective was nothing by iteel£ nor the subjective anything by 
iteelf, ndther both together, but that reality was to be found alone in 
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the relation between them, that this was the only existence. Thus it 
was that the Absolute, the abstraction of Nothing, became the philo- 
sophical embryo or primitire germ of all filings, the source of all the 
universe. Spinoza bad made God to be simply an animated geolo^- 
cal conglomerate. This huge specimen is next put into the crucible of 
the higher criticism, there to seethe, hiss and simmer, until it comes 
to a double-hubble-bubble, — Fichte looking until he sees the " r/ie " in 
it, his own image, — Schelling looking until he sees the " me " and 
the "nol-me," a\l one, himself and the universe just alike, and, last of 
all, Hegel, the oVavu of the grand trio of metaphysical speculators, re' 
maining until the substance is sublimated away into the abstract idea 
of Nothing, the essence of all eastence, and exclaiming with uplifted 
hands Seyn ist Nichts, the marvelous equation at the threshold of all his 



Thus it was, by a vain attempt to construct the universe, a priori, 
and to bridge the gulf between the ideal and the real, that all Europe 
was flooded with a spring fide of infidelity, the waves of which have 
not yet subsided, and the violence of which has propelled it to our own 
shores ! 

Time forbids me, gentlemen, to dwell long upon the havoc made in 
the Christian field, by the application of this one idea of development, 
at one time in one form, at another time in another. Yet a word of 
illustration may be allowed here also in proof of our theme. In all 
ages, the effect of philosophy upon revealed religion has been that of 
subversion and not of edification. Biblical truth has been corrupted 
by every metaphysical system, that of Sir William Hamilton, so far as 
it goes, not esocpted. Piatonism prevailed among the church Fathers 
and AristoteUanism among the schoolmen. After the reformation, error 
again began its invasious. First the Wolfian, then the Kantian, then 
the Schellingian, and last of all the Hegelian metaphysics, were applied 
to Christianity, in theological chairs, and espounded from sacred pulpita. 
The result has been the denial of the inspiration of the scriptures in 
any Biblical sense, and the substitution of a genius-theory, according 
to which all the religious truths of the Bible are but the result of self- 
elevation. Of course the divine authority of the Scriptures is jniled 
out as a superstition. The rationalism of Kant, the intuitionalism of 
Schelling, the subjectiveism of Fichte, aad the dialeotic method of He- 
gel, all find here a common centre of union. Miracles are pronounced 
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to be impossible, by a foregone conclusion, and the Biblical ones are 
explained as myths, fabulous representations of an unciviUzed age and 
people. The Greeks, Romans, Persians, Egyptians and Scandinavi- 
ans had myths in their early history ; why should not the Hebrews ? 
Moses, Eiias, Ahraliam and Jesus, are paralleled with Theseus, Her- 
cules, Jupiter, and Bacchus t If Ormusd and Odin are not histori- 
cal, then neither are Adam and Noah. Prophecy, once ridiculed as 
a post-vaticination, is kindly relieved from this reproach and declared 
to be a simple reference to events existing at the time of its utterance, 
and its application to the Messiah but a distorted mode of thinking, on 
the part of His Jewish followers ! The man of Nazareth is held to be 
only a personified idea ! 

In like manner, Christianity itself ia regarded only as a phase of 
the Absolute religion,— a religion developed, by one set of philoso- 
phers, from the Absolute idea, and by another, from the lowest forms 
of Fetiohism. This last hypothesis has for its most gifted advocate 
the author of the Positive Philosophy, Yet, not content to take 
Hegel on the one hand, or Augusto Comte on the other, a transit has 
been made into the field of Natural Science for the purpose of apply 
ing the two-fold form of developm h d to Ch 

and the charch. Thus, all the c rap h h h d m h 

first four centuries, and the midd h b n h mb y 

principle, explained as necessary "t w h m h Ap 
Or, if it is found that there are m y d pm h hi y f 

the church, the seminal elements of which cannot be discovered in 
Apostolic Christianity, then the transmutation theory is introduced to 
account for the change, and relieve us from further troabie. Some- 
how or other, there was a wonderful inherent tendency to progressive 
improvement about the year A. D., 606, and the felt wants of the 
church gave rise to a special conatus or effort. True, it was not a growth 
in grace that was desired, yet still there was a desire for a growth. And 
just as the special conatus of a globule of jelly produced, for it, hands 
and mouth, and feet, so that it passed over to be a frog, and just as 
the special conatus for swimming formed for the frog, fins and fail so 
that it passed over to be a shark, just so the special conatus of pure 
Apostolic Christianity for becoming an ccclesiastioo-polifjeal despot- 
ism formed for it all the attributes of such a system, awrf thus it pats- 
Such, gentlemen, is the theory as applied to the 
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13 
church. Everything of corruption, hy wicked men, in it and akiut 
it, is held to be a regular organic development. We are not allowed 
to step behind, or overleap the boundaries of a mixed historical evo- 
lution of doctrine, practice or worship, no matter how corrupted, to 
seek for pare truth in the original Scriptures. The stream of devel- 
opmKit hears ns on, and we must keep in the current. Historians 
tell us there are two factors in history, God and man ; but there ia a 
Satanic third of no small potency and will I 

It would require a volume, many volumes, to set forth in proper 
order and bearing, the truths which have been corrupted, sacrificed, 
and denied, by the application of this one idea of development. The 
imperfect glance we have taken at only three general departments of 
learning, via : The Natural Soieneos, Metaphysics, and Religion, suf- 
fices to show how fearful the havoc has been. The distinction be- 
tween a personal God and His works is obliterated,— the doctrine of 
a primitive creatioa denied— the Creator, by necessity, escluded from 
the world — providential interposition ruled out as a figment and 
folly— and final causes rejected as a dream of superstition. The au- 
thoritj of an independent Will and Power, controlling the universe 
has been exchanged for the' government of Blind Fate, energizing 
mechanically according to the rules of geometrical action, in every 
department, and baptized with the came of Eternal Law. The Bible 
is said to be the work of man, or of God only in so far as God and 
man are one. Its miracles are declared to be myths, its prophecies 
metaphors, its histories delusions, its Messiah a fabled incarnation, 
yea, the tenth avatar of Vishnu ! Fetiohism, Brahmisni, Ssufism, 
Judaism, Christianity, Popery, Mohammedism, Mormonism, and Infi- 
delity, all are phases of the one same Absolute religion. The modern 
corruptions of Christianity are only legitimate outgrowths from itself. 
The doctrine of the ori^nal perfection of all thin^, has been removed 
to give place to that of origiual imperfection, and the theory of the 
permanence of the species ignored for that of its transmutation. Man, 
once made in the likeness of Jehovah, and announced as the last, the 
highest effort of creative skill and wisdom, is called upon by modera 
science to look at his picture, on the one hand, in the wild barbarian, 
the uncombed Gaffre of the jungle, and on the other, to find his tradi- 
tional ancestor in an infusorial point, or globule of jelly, animated by 
electricity ; and tracing his pedigree through the rocky pages of hia 
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family register, to discover there among liis relations a Megatherium 
of the later Pliocene, ro an Ichthjosaaurus of the Upper Secondary ! 
Passing into the field of metaphysics, he learns the further lesson 
that he is God I al! that exists being only himself developed, that he 
is the Eternal Spider, weaving from his own substance the entire 
tissue of the universe, and by a process of subsumption, gathering it 
up again ; or, ti^ use another figure of the Hindoo system, he is the 
Sun from which all rays, the Ocean from which all waves, proceed. 
Thus, he becomes his own father, his own brother, his own son, and 
all the rest of the family included; — the "me" and the "not me," 
all one ; an independent mighty individual, the sum total of every- 
thing, afraid of no one, above, beneath, or around him, but " monarch 
of all he surveys." 

" The form and the subsfance, tto what and the why. 
The when and, the where, the low and the high ; 
The inside and outside, the earth and the Bky, 
All souls and aU bodies,— I, I, itself I." 

What to denominate such a system, it is difficult to tell. Yet un- 
questionably it has a kinsman relationship to that Atheistic philoso- 
phy of the ancients so admirably described by the gifter Cudworth, — 
" a monster, big-swoln with a puffy show of wisdom, which, though he 
struts and talks so gigantically, and marches with sucb a kind of 
stately philosophic grandeur, yet is indeed but like the giant Orgoglio 
in our English poet, a mere empty bladder, blown up with vain con- 
ceit, an Empusa, phantasm, or spectre, the offspring of night and 
darkness, of nonsense and contradiction. !" 

We shall not stop to prove to you, gentlemen, that this miscon- 
ceived and misapplied idea of development has resulted in the pagan- 
ization of human learning. It is a sad fact to know that what is sq 
boastfully and magniloquently held up to be the advance of science, 
in modern times, proves, upon a patient and toilsome investigation, to 
be but the retrogression of science. The whole past has been ex- 
humed, and brought forward, by the active spirit of the last fifty 
years. There is nothing in the essential theorie f St. H'la' La 
March, Okcn, La Place, Fichte, Hegel, Comte, o th auth f the 
Vestiges of Creation, which cannot he found in An s m nd \eno- 
phanes, Epicurus and Democritus, which cannct be ad n Plato, 
Cicero, Lucretius, Persius, and Virgil. To addu h t n n tance, 
for the sake of illustration: Xenophanes aaseited that if oxen and 
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lions had hands and fingers, and could produce worlia like men, oxen 
would represent their gods like oxen, and lions their goda like lions, 
and assign them the sort of form themselves possess. Feuerbach, a 
German pantheist, published in the year A. D., 1840, these words: — 
'■ If God were an object to a hird, he would be a -winged being; the 
bird knows nothing higher, nothing more blissful than the winged con- 
dition." Where, gentlemen, is the difference in the mighty prin- 
ciple of error which lies at'the foundation of fie philosophy of these 
two men? One of them teaches, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty years after Christ, just whiiL the other taught five hundred and 
thirty years before Christ, and this doctrine has been, in our day, the 
reigning metaphysics of Europe ! Has philosophy advanced, then, 
during the two thousand three hundred years of her activity ? Kather, 
has not Paganism received a resurrection at the hand of modern 
scholars? The remark of Voltaire, ribald and jesting as it was, yet 
contains a truth which every student can see, as soon as it is an- 
nounced; — " Philosophy is the inverse reading of the passage 'God 
made man in His own image ; ' man returns God the compliment !" 

But, perhaps, you are ready to ask, gentleman, how it is that this 
theory of development, so productive of evil, has become so universally 
received, and so supremely successful ? how, notwithstanding the dis- 
coveries made by the telescope of Lord Eosse, the argument furnished 
by the indefatigable Hugh Miller, from the Star-Scale of Stromness, 
and the merciless criticisms of such a man as Sir William Hamilton 
it yet prevails, and seems to gather strength in many of the chcles of 
science? Our answer is, just because there are elements, vital germs 
of undeniable truth in it, giving to it all ite power, but without which 
it would shrink, wither, and die, in a day ! There is truth in the 
doctrine of the " Unity of Organic Composition," propounded by St 
Hilmre, — truth in the doctrine of a " Dialectic Method," or progress- 
ive rythm of all being, propounded by Hegel, — truth in the doctrine 
of a '' Church-Development," propounded by a Mcohler, a Bauer, a 
Newman, a Kevin, — and truth even in the Positive Philosophy. The 
properties and criteria of a true development, could be culled very 
readily, either by speaal extracts or just inferences, from the writings 
of all these authors. But, yet, the truth here found, as it lies in their 
pages, and is connected with thetr schemes, is so distorted, so misap- 
prehended, BO corrupted, and so grossly misappUed to the subject iu 
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hand, acd to the facts of the case, that positive error is the result. 
" Cormptio oplimi pessima," — the corruption of the best is the worst 
corniption — finds here its clearest illustration. The truth of God is 
" changed into a Ee," and yet because of the very semblance of truth 
which the theory pute oa, and the elements of truth to which it points, 
it conciliates success. The man who, like the German idealists, and 
Couan their trumpet, fails to give prominence in his system to the 
distinction between the act of reason apprehending truth, and the 
truth apprehended, however much he may speak of the distinction, 
and contemplates only tie co-residence of truth and reason in the same 
mind, will soon transfer to reason the properties of impersonality and 
eternity which alone belong to truth, and find himself in a pantheistic 
circle from which he cannot escape. Every thing must come from the 
"me." Man will be God, and from this point development must pro- 
ceed. Now, there are elements of truth even here, but so misapplied 
that error only is the result And the man who, like St. Hilaire, be- 
holds only organic unity in all things, hut beholds not organic diver- 
sity, and both as facts of a primitive creation, neither allows in the 
line of progress the intcrventioB of creative power, but exalts his own 
partial idea into equivalency with the Supreme Plan, cannot fail to 
propound a theory which, however plausible it may be, will yet only 
produce the fruits of error. Truth, indeed, it will contain, and this 
will give it life, and ensure it success for a time; and the dazzling 
grandeur of teeming millions of animated beings, deploying into line 
according to a fixed law of development, and marching onward and 
upward to higher forms, like the steady movement of an issuing host, 
will spread such a scene of magnificence before the ardent imagination, 
as may well bewilder and enchant the profoundest minds. But it 
would only be an illustration of the ridiculousness of the theory, 
should any one, thus viewing this host, apply to a regiment of its 
cavalry the doctrine that svperposition proves parental relation, and 
argue that the horses were the fathers of the riders, the higher a de- 
velopment from the lower, and both organically one, mythological 
Centaurs, like those who dwelt on the summits of Pelion and Tlies- 
saly, or fanciful monsters, like that depicted in the opening of the 
Ars Poctiea,— the compound of a horse, a woman, a bird, and a fish! 
Theologians make no better showing when they apply this perverted 
theory to Christianity and the church. 
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And now, gentlemen, what is the responsibility of the educated 
man in view of the wide-spread corruption of religious and scientific 
truth? Viewed in the light of ks practical bearing upon the indi- 
vidual, the family, the church, the state, and upon all the beneficent 
institutions of society, can it he a matter of small consequence that 
Buch a theory as the one we have alluded to, be encouraged and es- 
poused? Witness its application to all the departments of learning, 
and its arrogant pretension that nothing is unquestionably established 
but itself Consider the historical fruits of that application, as they 
have matured in the kingdoms of Insular and Continental Europe,— 
how, from the bougts of this mystical Upas, all-blasting in its nature, 
have proceeded Communism, Socialism, Spiritualism, Materialism, 
Blasphemy, Revolution, and Unbelief, in their direst forms; how the 
ties of domestic life have been sundered, the fountains of social hap- 
piness poisoned, the elements of political stability dissolved, and the 
eternal principles of religion and virtue ignored ! At work, already 
in the class-room of the College and University, in the chairs of The- 
ology, in the pulpits of churches, lauded by the press, and supported 
by infidel coteries throughout the land, it bids fair to take root in the 
intoilectual soil of our own country. Is the responsibility, then, light, 
is the obligation trivial, that rests upon the shoulders of the home- 
trained graduates of the nation, to be the conservators of whatever is 
good and true? None weightier ever fell upon the shoulders of any. 
No victory more brilliant than that which one day will crown the 
fortunes of those who battle manfully for the truth, ever perched 
upon the banners and standards of the past. The foe is not to be 
despised, for it is one of a Trio of unclean spirits sent fortk from the 
mouth of the Dragon who more than ever appears as an "angel of 
light ! " It is the Mimie and Ape of the Most High in His plans and 
purposes, and speaks V;astingly of a social and political Millennium. 
Unlike the scepticism of the last century, which was coarse and vul- 
gar, this is fine and attractive. It rallies to its aid all the accom- 
plishments of science and learning, is crested with genius, arrays 
itself in the garb of truth, and pours in the witchery of eloquence and 
enchantment of song. 

The mode, gentlemen, of combatting this enemy, is simple and 
plain. The strongest weapons of attack and defence, are, as they 
ever have been, the oracles of divine wisdom, in so far a> they bear 
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hood and Distrust shall crumhle into ruins before the omnipotence of 
TrutL and Faith,— an age when Truih delivered from the dross, which 
now obscures its splendor, shall shine with an unwonted radiance and 
crown the world with an unwonted glory; — an age uprising in the 
pristine grandeur of a new-born Paradise, decked with ornaments of 
grace, robed in spotless purity, and fresh again in all the smiles of 
innocence and charms of youth. 

Meanwhile, our duty is to battle with the foe. The bugle-note, 
the note that summons to the charge, already greets our ears, and 
to-day our common Mother, Spartan -like, speaks to us all, and says, 
" Your shields, my children, or upon them!" Again she sends us 
forth, augmented in our numbers, by another band of brothers, issuing 
from her honored halls. Again her common blessing falls upon our 
heads Let us labor to be worthy of her generous care. Let us arm 
ourseh e? for the mighty moral and intellectual conflict of the times in 
which we live. Let us put on the panoply of a true scholarship, the 
power of a pure purpose, and the courage of an exalted faith. In 
the words, the final and impressive, of the first oration ever pronounced 
before the Alumni of the University, let me say and entreat: ''Aim 
at, and sustain the high dignity of the True Scholar. Profane not 
your talents,~perveTt not your priveleges, — disappoint not the expee- 
tationa that duster around you! " 
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